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I. Introduction 

Welcome to Bitstrips for Schools!  

Bitstrips for Schools is a fun and easy way to create fun and dynamic 

comics online. Speaking to kids in a visual language they already connect 

with (like videogames), this website will empower kids to use their create 

sides and will engage all types of learners. Bitstrips for Schools is simple for 

teachers to use and provides a creative alternative for students to complete 

projects at any level and in any subject.  

Teachers create a virtual classroom for their students where each 

student has their own private account they can sign into and can begin by 

creating their own avatar. Students can then create and share with their 

classmates their custom comic strips; they can put their own avatar in their 

comic strip and actually get inside their school work!  

This social media experience allows students to work not only on 

individual activities, but on collaborative activities as well; the whole class 

can work together to create a class comic.  

 

“It’s easy to use, it’s incredibly fun, and there’s nothing else like it!” 

 

 



Features 

 Bitstrips for Schools is very user friendly! 

 Teachers can create and post activities for their classes. 

 All content posted is private and can only be seen by the teacher and 

the students that he/she adds to the virtual classroom.  

 Teachers can monitor student work before it is published for their 

classmates to see. 

 All comics are custom since Bitstrips for Schools does not use clipart. 

Avatars and comic strips can be manipulated in a variety of ways; 

each comic is an original work of art.  

 Students can help edit and provide feedback on classmates work. 

 Students can work collaboratively and interact with the whole class to 

create comics. 

 Teachers can share activities they have made in the “assignment 

library” for other teachers to look at; this is an expanding resource for 

unlimited learning.  



II. History 

“Bitstrips for Schools is the educational version of Bitstrips, the world’s 

best online comic creator.” Bitstrips was created about two years ago and it 

was instantly a hit; over 150 000 comic strips have been made by kids!  

Almost immediately, emails came in from teachers around the world 

wondering about an educational version of Bitstrips. With input from all of 

those teachers, Bitstrips for Schools was created; it is a safe and private 

version of Bitstrips. With this version, teachers are in control! They can post 

assignments and monitor the content of the comics posted by students. All 

comics are private, and only the teacher and other classmates added to the 

virtual classroom can see the comics.  

 

Information from: http://vimeo.com/2463264 

  

http://vimeo.com/2463264


III. Required Materials & Things to Consider 

To start using Bitstrips for Schools in your classroom you will need: 

 Access to computers or laptops  

 

Here are a few things to consider when implementing Bitstrips for Schools in 

your classroom: 

 If assigning a Bitstrip for Schools comic for homework be sure to allow 

in class time to work or time during lunch hour for those students who 

do not have access to a computer or the internet at home. 

 Use students first names only when setting up your class for extra 

security 

 Not all schools are equipped with laptops or a computer lap so 

consider have alternate activities if students need to take turns 

creating and posting their comics. 

 If you are thinking of using Bitstrips for Schools be aware that it is not 

a free service. You can set up a free 30 day trial which can then be 

extended by purchasing for a month at a time or as a school license. 

  



IV. Suggested Activities 

Bitstrips for Schools is simple for teachers to use and provides a 

creative alternative for students to complete projects at any level and in any 

subject. Creating a comic strip on Bitstrips for Schools can be a project in 

itself, where the comic strip is the final project or it could be a choice among 

other required activities. Bitstrips for Schools provides differentiated 

instruction and is a unique assessment tool. 

 

Literacy/Language Arts:  

 Use Bitstrips for Schools as a tool for students to take their writing 

they have been working on in class to the next level; have them use 

what they have written to create a comic strip!  

 “My Life as A Comic” Grades: All, Subjects: Arts, Literacy In this 

starter activity, students use their avatar to depict an event or 

personal experience they want to share. 

 “Book Report Adaptation” Grades: All Grades: All, Subjects: Arts, 

Literacy Re-create a scene from your favourite book as a comic strip. 

Math:  

 “Explain a Math Term” Grades: All, Subjects: Mathematics 

Create a 3 panel strip to explain a certain math term (ex. How to 

calculate the area of a triangle) 



Social Studies:  

 “Family Portrait” Grades: All, Subjects: Social Studies, Arts, Literacy 

Design your whole family as cartoon characters, and arrange them in 

this comic scene. 

 “Canadian History” Grades: All, Subjects: Social Studies Create a 

comic strip about a moment in Canadian history. 

Science: 

 “Explain a Science Experiment” Grades: All, Subjects: Science 

Create a comic strip explaining a science experiment that has been 

performed in class (have students include hypothesis, materials, 

procedure, outcome etc.) 

More can be found in the Shared Activities section on: 

www.bitstripsforschools.com  

  

http://www.bitstripsforschools.com/


V. How to Create an Account 

Getting Started 

1) Begin by going to www.bitstrips.com 

2) On the home page you will find a link for “Bitstrips in Schools: comics 

in the classroom” on the right side of the page. Click on this link to  

begin. (You can also get here by going directly to 

www.bitstripsforschools.com)  

3) Click on “Sign Up Today” to begin  

setting up your classroom in a  

free 30 day trial. 

4) Fill in the boxes for: 

i. Name: Fill in your name “Miss Jones” 

ii. Password 

iii. Email 

iv. School Name 

v. Read and check the terms and conditions box 

    5) Click “Create Trial Account”  

  

http://www.bitstrips.com/
http://www.bitstripsforschools.com/


VI. How to Set up your Class 

Setting up your class 

1) You will need to provide a little information to set up an individual 

class: 

a. Class name: this can be the course name or classroom name 

(e.g., 3G, 7T) 

b. Class Code: Your students will need this in order to sign in and 

create their own profile 

c. Grade 

d. Language 

e. Moderate Class Comics: Decide whether you want to approve 

comics before they are posted for the rest of the class to view 

2) Next add your student’s names to create the class list.  

3) Click “go to next step” to continue 

4) Congratulations! You are now ready to start posting activities for 

your class to complete. 

  



VII. How to Create an Avatar 

Creating an avatar 

1) On your sign in page click on “Edit your Avatar” on the left side 

of the page 

2) Click on the head to begin 

3) Choose boy or girl 

4) Choose skin color 

5) Choose hair color 

6) Choose face shape and hair cut 

7) Click tabs along the top to change such things as face shape, 

haircut, eyebrows, eye color, height, nose, mouth, etc. 

8) At the bottom of the screen you can also change the background 

for your avatar 

9) Click “Save” when you are done editing your avatar 

 

  



VIII. How to Post Activities 

There are 2 ways to post activities 

1) Use a shared activity: 

a. Go to “Activities” tab 

b. Click on “Shared Activities” 

c. Use the search fields on  

the left to refine search 

d. Scroll through activities to find one that applies to your class 

e. Click on the activity 

f. Click on “Assign to my students”, to assign the activity to your 

class 

g. The activity will now appear on your student’s homepages 

2) Create your own activity: 

a. Go to “Activities” tab 

b. Click on “Create a New  

Activity” 

c. Fill in required fields: 

i. Title 

ii. Instructions for students 

iii. Comic Template 

iv. Language 



d. Click “Save Activity” 

e. On right side of page click “Assign Activity” 

f. You may also choose to share your activity with other teachers 

by clicking on “Share Activity With Other Teachers” 

 

  



IX. How to Create a Comic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creating a comic 

 Layout:  

o In layout you can choose what you want your comic strip to look 

like. Will it be “the New Yorker”, “The Gag Strip”, or “The Story 

Strip”? 

 Art Library: 

o In the art library you can manipulate all of the variables of your 

comic strip.  

o You can use preloaded characters, scenery, props, furniture, 

effects, shapes, outfits, and images. You can also create your 

own characters to use, including other people in your class! 



 Text Bubbles: 

o You can choose different types of speech bubbles to convey your 

message.  

o You can manipulate the size, and text in each of the speech 

bubbles as well. 

 Controls: 

o In “Controls” you are able to resize, adjust, move and 

manipulate almost every aspect of everything in your comic. 

o You can change expressions, body position and more in this tab. 

o You can also access this tab by double clicking on any object 

that you want to manipulate. 

 Filters: 

o In this tab you can manipulate the brightness, contrast, hue, 

saturation, threshold, transparency, and blur of your comic strip. 

 Most Important: 

o Explore the options and try different things to see how all of the 

features work! 

 

 

  



X. How Students Sign In 

 Student Sign In Procedure 

1) Go to www.bitstripsforschools.com 

2) Click on “Log In” 

3) Enter the Classroom Code created by 

 the teacher at sign up. Click “Go”. 

4) Choose student name from drop down box. 

5) Type password in the box and click “Set Password” 

6) When complete create avatar for the account to add to the “class 

picture” on the homepage. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Where is the rest of my class?” 

  

http://www.bitstripsforschools.com/
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